Losses from the Museum of Antiquities, Baghdad
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chronology of events. 

8 April 
staff left the building because of the fighting. 

10-12 April 
building was looted from. 

12 April 
first employees returned. 

16 April 
US forces arrived to guard the premises. 

22 April 
Bogdanos and the JIACG team started work.

Background

There is quite clearly a market in looted artefacts. Many museums are happy to show unprovenanced items. In particular the US market is pretty strong and many collectors legitimise their looted items by donating some to museums. The British Museum is stricter than most by insisting that only unprovenanced items that can be shown to have been in collector hands since before 1970 can be shown. 

Guarding sites

The question of the guarding of sites was discussed in some detail. At present for the 10,000 sites there are 1,600 guards. One difficulty is that the guards are not allowed to carry arms and there are not nearly enough of them.

US Government Investigation

Colonel Bogdanos explained that he was a colonel in the US Marine Corps representing the US government and heading the investigation. He was a District Attorney and had spent the last thirteen years of his life in law enforcement. He had studied Classical Studies at Columbia. The brief was about fact-based investigation at the Iraq Museum; it was not about politics or any personal agenda. His only agenda was the recovery of the stolen items; it was not about maximising or minimising losses. He stated that he needed our help and expertise to keep the situation in the limelight. He was leading a JIACG (Joint Inter-Agency Coordination Group) multi-agency team involving customs, the FBI, the Treasury, CIA and various other acronyms. They had arrived in Baghdad on 20 April and the investigation had begun on 22 April.

